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Religious Affiliation 
A large majority of senior respondents in the General Social Survey of 2011, indicated their religious 
affiliation to be Christian (78%), followed by those with no religious affiliation at 15.7%1. The other 
religions category totals 1.9% and includes Hindu, Jewish, traditional (Aboriginal) spirituality, and as 
other religions not otherwise specified in the survey; none of which amounted to more than 1% each.  

 

 

Gender differences are evident with a small majority of females (56.3%) and a large minority of males 
(43.7%) reporting a religious affiliation. Males form majority proportions of Muslims (52.1%) and Hindus 
(56.2%). For all other religions, females form small majorities. 

 

1 Note that General Social Survey data is collected every 10 years and each collection has a particular theme. The 
theme for next survey is Canadians’ Safety and data is expected to be released in the winter of 2020/2021. 
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Immigrants 
The classifications for entry into Canada have changed over the years, some restrictive and some 
designed to encourage immigration. This means that many of today’s senior immigrants arrived in 
Canada under different rules and structures. For example, punitive measures such as the Chinese 
immigration Act suspended Chinese immigration until 1947 when the legislation was repealed. 
Conversely, after the end of WWII, when the demand for labourers rose and immigration from the 
United Kingdom and Western Europe was preferred, immigrants from other European countries were 
accepted (Encyclopedia, 2020). The categories used in the Census refer to current immigration policies 
and what census participants self-reported for their immigration status. 
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Citizenship 
A large majority of seniors are solely Canadian citizens, but that proportion is slightly higher for the 75+ 
age group. Only a very small proportion of seniors are not Canadian citizens. 
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Language 
The proportion of senior immigrants who have knowledge of a non-official language or whose mother 
tongue is not an official language ranges from 72% to 78%. However, fewer than half (38% for males and 
43% for females) most often speak a non-official language at home.  
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Generation History 
Canada is a nation largely settled by immigrants. The following table shows data from 2017 tax-filer 
information. To look at the history of immigration, three measures are used. They are defined by 
Statistics Canada as follows: 

First generation includes persons who were born outside Canada. For the most part, these are 
people who are now, or once were, immigrants to Canada. 
Second generation includes persons who were born in Canada and had at least one parent born 
outside Canada. For the most part, these are the children of immigrants. 
Third generation or more includes persons who were born in Canada with both parents born in 
Canada. 
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26%

40%
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Education 
Highest level of education attained is presented by gender for all seniors and minority groups. 
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Mobility 
During the five years prior to the 2016 Census, 16% of senior Edmontonians moved from their place of 
residence. There were no significant gender differences. While some moved within Edmonton, others 
moved from other places in the province (intraprovincial) or from other provinces (interprovincial). The 
last category is for those who moved to Edmonton from outside of Canada (external). The following 
table shows data for movers. 
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Labour Market 
While approximately 3 in 4 Canadians are in the labour force, either working or looking for work; within 
the senior population less than 1 in 4 are part of the labour force. Overall, senior females are less likely 
to be in the labour force but proportions vary by minority group. It is also important to note that the gap 
between the employment and participation rates is much smaller for seniors than for the general 
population. In other words, seniors who want to work are more likely to have work than other ages. 
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Income 
Seniors draw income from multiple sources. The following table shows the proportion of seniors 
collecting income from specific sources. In a year over year comparison the only substantive difference 
is an increase in those collecting income from provincial refundable tax cresits and family benefits fro 
32% in 2015 to 57% in 2017. 

The total annual income of seniors diminishes with age. Just under one third (29%) of seniors still 
maintain some employment.  
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